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tinuance of the contest, unless checked by the presence of an

equally powerful force, which must in the case "be diverted from  s----,

the common objects of the war, and must operate as a positive
diminution of our effective strength in the field.

It appears, however, nearly certain, that in the present weak
state of the Nizam's government, the French corps in his service
would openly join Tippoo Sooltan, and by a sudden blow endea-
vour to seize the Nizam's territories and to secure them to the
dominion of France, under an alliance offensive and defensive
with Tippoo Sooltan.

It is scarcely necessary to observe that the success of such a
design must be highly injurious to the interests of the Court of
Poona, especially when it is considered, that it must be the
interest and inclination of Scindia (who entertains a large body
of infantry in his service, under the command of a French
officer) to engage with Tippoo Sooltan and the French, upon,
conditions fatal to the existence of the Peishwa's authority, and
even of his office. The junction which might thus be effected
between the French officers with their several corps in the re-
spective services of the Nizam, of Scindia and of Tippoo,
might establish the power of France and India upon the ruin of
the states of Poona and of the Deccan. The Court of Hydera-
bad, therefore, in its present condition, is more likely to prove
the soiirce of additional strength to the common enemy of the
Nizam, of the Peishwa and of the Company, than to afford useful
assistance to any branch of the triple alliance.

From my letter to the Eesident of Poona, of which I enclose
you a coj>y5 you will observe that I have instructed him to state
to the Peishwa the arguments of prudence and policy which
should induce him to view the restoration of theNizata to a just
degree of consideration and power, as an object intimately con-
nected with the Peishwa*$ own emancipation from the undue
influence by which he is now oppressed, as well as with his
future security against the violence of Tippoo Sooltan and of
Scindia.

I refer you to the same letter for the particulars of my in-
structions to Colonel Palmar, and of the measures which I have
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